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STATISTICS OF CITIZENSHIP IN MASSACHUSETTS. 



The Nineteenth Annual Report (1888) of the Massachusetts 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor is devoted to two subjects : Strikes and 
Lockouts, 1881-1886 ; and Citizens and Aliens. The former inquiry 
will be noticed hereafter in the annual review of Labor Reports. 
The latter topic, however, is more novel as a subject of inquiry, and 
is likewise of general political and social interest. 

In 1882 the Massachusetts Bureau first published tables based upon 
the census of 1875, showing the nativities of voters and aliens, and 
the number of polls, voters, and votes cast. The last issue accord- 
ingly subjects the census of 1885 to a similar analysis, and thus 
furnishes the first valuable material suitable for comparison. 

The total number of males of voting age in the state is 572,726, 
not all of whom, of course, are voters. This total is to be divided as 
follows : — 

Males not polls, 4,767 

Polls not voters, 26,212 

Legal voters, 442,616 

Aliens, 99,131 

By " polls " is meant all males, native or foreign born, over 20 
years of age, not constitutionally exempted by the assessors on account 
of age, infirmity, or poverty. Aliens are foreign-born males of vot- 
ing age, not yet naturalized, and is thus used above in a restricted 
sense. From the preceding analysis it appears that 77.93 per cent of 
the polls are legal voters ; not all, however, are registered voters, 
but possess the constitutional qualifications for suffrage. The voters 
constitute nearly one fourth, or 22.79 per cent. 

The number of polls who are aliens is 99,131, this number being 
17.45 per cent of the total polls, or. differently expressed, slightly 
more than one sixth of the polls are aliens. The aliens are about 5 
per cent of our total population, a proportion so small as to allay all 
fear of their adverse influence negatively upon our political life. In 
1875 the voters were 78.08 per cent of polls, and 21.25 per cent of 
population, while the aliens were 17.60 per cent of polls. The per- 
centages of voters of population and of aliens of polls, therefore, do 
not greatly differ now from what they were ten years ago. The 
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proportion of polls who are voters is slightly less now than then, 
while the proportion of population who are voters is slightly greater. 
The aliens in the state in 1875 numbered 79,136; they now number 
99,131. In 1875 this class constituted 16.78 of the total male popu- 
lation 20 years of age and over, while now it constitutes 17.31 per 
cent. It therefore plainly appears that, although the aggregate 
number of aliens has increased, the proportion of aliens to the total 
population of which they form a part has not materially changed. 
In other words, although our manufactures have developed, and the 
factory system been extended, and our manufacturing towns have 
today a larger foreign-born population than ever before, naturalization 
has kept pace with the growth of population. 

The foreign-born naturalized voters of the state number 98,730, or 
22.31 per cent of the total voters, an increase of less than three per 
cent since 1875. Of all foreign nationalities the Irish have been the 
most alive to secure naturalization. For them the percentage of those 
naturalized to the total number of Irish males, 20 years of age and 
over, is 63.75. Next in rank come the Welsh, Germans, English, and 
Scotch. The percentage of the Canadian French is very small, 
22.90 per cent. They as yet are not in a position, or do not care in 
any great degree, to avail themselves of the act of suffrage. 



STATISTICS OF NEW JERSEY. 



Geological Survey of New Jersey. Final report of the State Geolo- 
gist. Vol. I. Topography, Navigation, Climate. George H. Cook, 
State Geologist. Trenton, New Jersey. Pp. ix, 439. 

Among the subjects of this volume is included population of New 
Jersey, — there being published the population statistics for all the 
censuses, including those of the colonial period in 1737, 1745, and 
1785. The census of 1885 is briefly analyzed, — a point which is 
some slight value, as the results were originally published by the 
Secretary of State with no comment whatever. Among the papers 
on Climatology there is published a list of the dates of opening and 
closing of navigation on the Hudson River, Delaware River, and some 
of the canals of the state for long terms of years. The table giving 
a summary of areas is new, as the topographical survey is recent. A 



